
MATTHEW 24

Continued from chapter 23

Continued in chapter 25

The events of the destruction of 
Jerusalem were to be repeated 
in the destruction of the world.

These are events that precede 
the end of the world and the 
Second Coming.

An initial interpretation:

This preaching of the gospel began 
with the Early Church and will close 
in the Loud Cry of Revelation 18.

This instruction will be followed during the 
last crisis, when the death decree is passed. 
The remnant people will abandon their 
homes and seek refuge in the mountains.

Satan will come in the appearance of 
Christ. As opposed to this counterfeit, Jesus 
makes it clear that His real coming will be 
visible to all, “as the lightning cometh…”

The discourse goes back to the signs in the 
heavens. These are also under the Sixth 
Seal of Revelation 6. The final sign will be 
the “sign of the Son of man”—the “cloud” 
that would be visible as He nears Earth.

Jesus makes an analogy of the nearness of 
His return; He makes it clear that even 
though today we will not know exactly 
when, we can know if it is near.

Jesus referred to the days of Noah as an 
example to the world’s condition just before 
His second coming. Also, He mentions that 
there will be a segregation between the 
righteous and the wicked—a reference to the 
work of judgment.

This parable shows the kind of people 
who know that Jesus is coming. The 
parable delineates those who are 
faithful and the attitude of those who 
put off their preparation. This principle 
is repeated in the next chapter, in the 
parable of the Ten Virgins.

Jesus gave this discourse just days 
before His death in A.D. 31.

There were those in Jerusalem who 
claimed to be the Messiah and drew 
people to them. They spoke of peace, 
when they were being surrounded by the 
Romans outside their walls.

How it happened in the past:

The gospel was spreading in the 
Roman Empire, and even beyond.

The “abomination of desolation” [the Romans with 
their idolatrous standard set up on the grounds of 
the temple] in Daniel 9 was a sign that the Christians 
must flee from Jerusalem. The surrounding Romans 
withdrew, and they made their escape in A.D. 66.

Again, this refers to the false Messiahs that 
gave false assurance of safety to the Jews in 
the city.

Before the destruction of Jerusalem, there were 
strange signs that occurred. The eastern gate 
opened without hands; a strange light rested on 
the Temple; figures like that of chariots and 
armies were seen on the clouds at sunset.

The words “this generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be fulfilled,” as far as 
the destruction of the city was concerned, 
became true to the letter.

The context is “the coming of the Son of 
man.” This prophecy is especially for today.

The context is the continuation of the 
segment above. This prophecy is also 
especially for today.


